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EDITORLALS 
A Message from the 
Outgoing Editor 
This will be my last opportunity to communicate with authors for and 
readers of IJAR. As many of you may know, I have this year founded the 
IEEE Transactions on Fuzzy Systems, and I find that active management of 
two major journals is beyond my ability. Thus, I suggested to Elsevier and 
NAFIPS in the fall of 1992 that it would be timely to find a new editor for 
/JAR. After careful consideration of many able candidates, Elsevier and 
NAFIPS selected Dr. Piero Bonissone, General Electric CR & D, to suc- 
ceed me. This choice has my wholehearted approval. I have known Piero 
for perhaps ten years, and in that time we have worked together on many 
occasions. Piero is well seasoned in professional service, and is particularly 
well suited to assume the editorship of IJAR because his active research 
interests and professional ties cut across the main disciplines that IJAR 
addresses. Indeed, Piero was the general and program chair of NAFIPS 
‘82, the chair of the Workshop on Uncertainty in Artificial Intelligence in 
1991, and is currently the program chair of the 1993 FUZZ-IEEE to be 
held next April in San Francisco. Piero will bring to IJAR a fresh outlook, 
new energy, consumate professionalism and certain enthusiasm, all of 
which should make a good journal even better. 
1 would also like to take this opportunity to thank both NAFIPS and 
Elsevier for their support of [JAR over the six years I have been the 
editor. Elsevier has undergone many changes in this period, but I can 
honestly say that they have given IJAR and me their unflagging support in 
the most difficult of economic circumstances. They are a first-rate pub- 
lisher, and have maintained IJAR in the face of many problems; for this I 
am grateful. NAFIPS, of course, sustained the journal during its startup 
time, and continues to be the main source of both contributions to and 
interest in IJAR. This is a period of high growth for our professional area, 
and IJAR has a great opportunity to grow and prosper. I have certainly 
enjoyed working with all the people in both NAFIPS and Elsevier over the 
period of my editorship, and 1 will continue to support the journal in any 
way that I can. 
Jim Bezdek 
December 31, 1992 
A Message from the New 
Editor 
We have finally reached the point where the handling of uncertain and 
imprecise information is becoming an integral and vital part of many 
reasoning systems. Probabilistic, possibilistic, similarity based, and fuzzy 
logic based reasoning systems are no longer considered temporary idiosyn- 
crasies, but rather serious solutions to difficult problems. 
In the engineering community, over the last few years, we have seen an 
increasing number of applications of fuzzy logic controllers, ranging from 
the development of autofocus cameras to the control of subway trains, 
cranes, domestic appliances, automobile sub-systems, and consumer elec- 
tronics. Many of these efforts are now being integrated with neural 
network approaches to further increase their flexibility. 
In the information system community, we are observing a strong thrust 
in the development of fuzzy logic applications to image processing, deci- 
sion support systems, databases, and modeling. We expect many of these 
applications to reach the same commercial maturity exhibited by fuzzy 
logic controllers. 
In the Artificial Intelligence community, after eight conferences on 
Uncertainty in Artificial Intelligence, we have witnessed an end to the 
religious wars of the past. The efforts of this community are now much 
more focused on the applicability of various probabilistic and fuzzy logic 
based approaches to different types of problems. 
It is during these exciting times that I assume the responsibilities of 
IJAR editor. This journal has always been an unbiased forum for alterna- 
tive approaches to reasoning with uncertainty and/or imprecision. I will 
continue this policy of openness and strive to maintain Jim Bezdek’s legacy 
of high quality papers. In facing this challenge I am counting on the 
assistance of the Associate Editors and the Advisory Board. Without their 
involvement, we would never be able to achieve our goals of excellence 
and fairness. 
Finally, 1 want to thank Jim Bezdek, Elsevier Science Publishing Corn- 
pany. and NAFIPS for their strong confidence and enduring support. 
Piero P. Bonissone 
January 1,1993 
